
PART 1: Anthem Guide

About Ayn Rand
Ayn Rand (1905–1982) was born in Russia and educated under the Communists, experiencing firsthand the
horrors of totalitarianism. She escaped from Russia in 1926 and came to America because it represented her
individualist philosophy. Anthem, written in 1937, is Ayn Rand’s novelette about the essence of collectivism. It
was published in England in 1938, went into a limited American edition in 1946, and was then published by New
American Library in 1961.

THEME
“It is a sin to write this. It is a sin to think words no others think and to put them down upon paper no others are to
see . . . . There is no transgression blacker than to do or think alone.” So begins Anthem, whose theme is, in Ayn
Rand’s words, “The meaning of man’s ego.” Anthem projects a completely collectivized society, a society in
which the word “I” no longer exists. Anthem is not just a story about the individual being swallowed by the
collective. It is also an identification of how that can happen, what ideas people must first accept before such a
totalitarian society can take hold. And Anthem is not merely a story about the horrible, depressing life of people
in a collectivist society; it is also about the triumph of the individual’s independent spirit, the triumph of those who
reject the ethics of collectivism.

THE VALUE OF Anthem FOR STUDENTS
Anthem contains many elements that appeal strongly to young readers. It is an exciting and inspiring story, with
heroic characters risking their lives for their ideals. It has mystery, carrying students into a science-fiction world of
the future. It portrays events with grand significance, challenging readers to decide not just what will happen to
particular characters, but what the world should be like. Anthem raises ethical and political issues at a time in the
lives of young peo-ple when such issues are beginning to take on critical importance: Who am I? Is it possible to
stand on my own? The book asks basic questions about society:

● If we could choose what kind of society to have, what should we choose?
● What is the moral and just society?
● Does my life belong to the group?
● Do I have the right to pursue my own happiness?
● Can a society without freedom be productive?

Anthem serves as an introduction to what Ayn Rand called her Romantic Realist approach to literature. Her
fiction is Romantic because she portrays “not the random trivia of the day,” not the folks-next-door, but “the
timeless, fundamental, universal problems and values of human existence.” Romanticism contrasts with
Naturalism, which holds that people are crushed by social forces and cannot control their own destiny. Ayn
Rand’s fiction is Realist because she deals with real problems of normal people (not monsters, superhumans or
robots). Anthem carries the same heroic view of the individual as her later novels, The Fountainhead and Atlas
Shrugged. Anthem also provides an introduction to the ideas she was later to develop into a full, systematic
philosophy, which she called “Objectivism.”

UTOPIAS AND DYSTOPIAS
This type of fiction is often called “anti-utopian” - or dystopian- meaning that the world presented is the world as it
should not be. Other well-known anti-utopian novels, such as We and Brave New World, present collectivism as
the worst-possible society. In those books, the society is tyrannical yet has a highly technological economy—a
combination that Ayn Rand did not believe possible. She held that economic progress depends upon freedom,
that the uncoerced mind is the source of technology, prosperity and progress. Thus the collectivist society she
depicts is stagnant and primitive.

PHILOSOPHICAL MEANING
Philosophical issues arise throughout the story, but they are dramatized in action—in the hero’s struggle against
his society; they do not appear as philosophic speeches. In this union of ideas and dramatic action, Ayn Rand
was unique: she was a philosopher, who wrote nonfiction works on a wide range of philosophic issues; but she
was also a novelist, who wrote exciting stories with profound philosophic content. In her novels, she dramatized
her philosophy, making those issues alive, concrete and real, showing readers how that philosophy applies to the
events of men’s lives.





PART 2: ANNOTATION GUIDE: Close Reading of Anthem by Ayn Rand
● The main character uses only plural pronouns. When he says “we” he often is referring to himself. When

he says “they” he is sometimes referring to one person. Think about what this says about individuality in
this society that personal pronouns don’t even exist.

● The beginning is told as a flashback. Watch for the breaks in between the paragraphs. That indicates a
change in the time period or the idea.

● The book is set in the distant future - in a supposed Utopian society that is revealed to be a Dystopian
society. Look for the clues about events that happened between our time and the time the book is set.

● The book does not have a traditional plot. The ending becomes more of an argument against the
Communist system the author hated in her home country.

● Take EGO to mean the self or individuality.

Track for the following Lit Techniques: As you annotate, you are encouraged to notice the following
A. Allegory
B. Plot structure and development

a. Conflicts, internal and external                               Example of Annotation
b. Foreshadowing, etc.

C. Setting
D. Point of View
E. Tone
F. Characterization (direct and indirect)
G. Devices

a. Imagery
b. Figurative language (simile, metaphor,

etc.)
c. Motifs

i. Light
ii. Fire
iii. The color white

d. Symbols
H. Word choice (diction)
I. Sentence structure (syntax)
J. Theme Subjects

a. Free Will
b. Individualism vs. Collectivism

Chapter I
1. Find evidence of the society in which Anthem is set. Some areas to consider are the political structure, degree
of technology, social relationships, quality of life, and education. Be sure to LABEL what your evidence is
referring to.

2. In this chapter Equality 7-2521 states that it is very unusual for men to reach the age of 45. Find several
places in the text that might reveal this idea. Link your  possible explanations as to why life expectancy is so
short in his society to the evidence you highlighted.

3. Clearly, Ayn Rand intended Equality to stand out from his “brothers.” Find and explain how she accomplishes
this by contrasting Equality’s physical qualities and character traits with those of his fellow men.

4. Why does the Council of Vocations assign Equality the job of street sweeper - cite the evidence? Is it due to
error, incompetence or a more sinister motivation? Explain.

5. When does this novel take place—in the past, the present or the future? How do you know? - cite the
evidence

6. Why do Equality’s teachers disapprove of his quick mind? - cite the evidence

7. At this point in the novel, does Equality accept the moral teachings of his society? If so, why doesn’t he feel
shame or remorse when he knows that he’s committing a crime? Find textual evidence to support your answer.



Chapter II
1. Reread the account of Liberty 5-3000 on page 38-9. Cite the character traits that are revealed in this brief
description? What is the significance of this?

2. Find several examples of the ways in which this society tries to obliterate each individual’s mind (and self) by
quashing personal choices, desires and values.

3. Cite the evidence that contrasts Equality with the rest of the men living in this society (p. 46). In the margin,
explain how he is different.

4. Of the whole range of feelings possible to man (joy, excitement, anger, embarrassment, etc.), why is fear the
prevalent emotion in this society? How do you know? - cite the evidence

5.Find and explain in your margins (or on the blank extra pages)the following terms:
● the Great Truth
● the Unmentionable Times
● the Uncharted Forest
● the Evil Ones
● the Great Rebirth

6. (a) What word is Equality struggling to recapture on page 49? (b) Given what you know of this society, why
would mentioning this word be the only crime punishable by death in this society? How does this word contradict
the ideals of this society? What could its rediscovery possibly lead to?

Chapter III
1. (a) What does Equality discover in this chapter?  (b) How important is this discovery? Identify four or five ways
in which it would help society, and make life easier or more enjoyable.

2. Outline some of the Council of Scholars’ beliefs, and Equality’s refutation of those beliefs.

Chapter IV
1. Assert the appropriateness of Equality’s new name, “Unconquered.” What evidence from the text supports
your assertion?

Chapter V
1. Claim: Equality understands that his invention will benefit mankind greatly; however, this was not his main
motivation in conducting his experiments, and it is not the primary source of the great joy he experiences. What
evidence supports this claim?

2. Why is Equality so interested in seeing his own image at this point in the novel? What emotion is he feeling?
- cite the evidence

Chapter VI
1. The old locks and lack of guards in the Palace of Corrective Detention indicate that prisoners never tried to
escape. Why not? What evidence supports this assertion?

Chapter VII
1. Outline four of the Council’s reasons for rejecting Equality’s invention.

2. What are the real reasons behind the Council’s rejection and fear of the gift? What evidence supports this
assertion?

3. What does Equality mean, at the beginning of the chapter, when he says, “We are old now, but we were young
this morning” (p. 68)?

Chapter VIII
1. What is Equality experiencing for the first time in this chapter, and what does he feel as a result? What
evidence supports this assertion?

2. Explain why Equality laughs when he remembers that he is “the Damned.” What evidence supports this
assertion?

3. What does the Uncharted Forest symbolize in Anthem? What evidence supports this assertion?



Chapter IX
1. On pages 93–94, Liberty contrasts Equality with his fellow men. Identify the key words and phrases of this
passage.

2. In this chapter, Equality questions the morality of his former society. Contrast what he was previously
taught about solitude, good, evil and joy with what he now believes. What evidence supports this assertion?

Chapter X
1. Identify the textual detail about the house and its contents, and explain why Liberty and Equality find it so
strange and unique.

Chapter XI
1. What great discovery does Equality make in this chapter?

2. Explain the following quotes in the margins:
(a) “Whatever road I take, the guiding star is within me.”
(b) “For the word ‘We’ must never be spoken, save by one’s choice and as a second thought.”

3. What does Equality now realize is the “proper goal and purpose” of his life? What evidence supports this
assertion?

4. In what ways is “I” like a god? What evidence supports this assertion?

5. Reread the incident with the Saint of the Pyre (p. 50). What was he trying to communicate to Equality? Identify
the key words and phrases of this passage that support your claim.

6. What is the effect of how the author changes the style of language as the character develops? Review
Chapter 11 contrasted to Chapter 1.

Chapter XII
1. Why do the main characters take the names Prometheus and Gaea?

● Look up these two allusions and make margin notes.

2. What does Prometheus plan to do in the future?

3. Prometheus reaches the important realization that “To be free, a man must be free of his brothers” (p. 101).
Cite several examples from Anthem that illustrate the truth of this statement.

PART 3: Extended Analysis

1 Create a plot diagram(map) of the novel on a back empty page, including the five major components (initial
situation, trigger incident, rising action, turning point/climax, denouement).

2. Figurative language is employed effectively, if sparingly, in this novel. Often, a well-chosen simile captures
the essence of a character, or the significance of an event.  On the novel’s back empty page, write these quotes
down and discuss the meaning and significance of the following similes in Anthem.

● “We blew out the candle. Darkness swallowed us. There was nothing left around us, save night and a thin
thread of flame in it, as a crack in the wall of a prison” (p. 59).

● “But International 4-8818 are different. They are a tall, strong youth and their eyes are like fireflies . . . ”
(p. 29).

● “[Liberty’s] body was straight and thin as a blade of iron. . . . Their hair was golden as the sun; their hair
flew in the wind, shining and wild, as if it defied men to restrain it. They threw seeds from their hand as if
they deigned to fling a scornful gift, and the earth was a beggar under their feet” (pp. 38–39).

● “The shoulders of our brothers are hunched, and their muscles are drawn, as if their bodies were
shrinking and wished to shrink out of sight” (p. 46)

PART 4: Writing Prompt
Choose 1 (one) of the Reading Standards listed below and write a well developed paragraph that includes a
defensible claim, supporting evidence from the text, and explain the relationship between the evidence
and the claim. The first set of standards are AP Literature and Composition Writing Standards. Your paragraph
will be used as a pre-assessment - so make it as amazing as possible.



AP Literature Reading Standards

Over for more choices




